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AGN : Congratulations Kim on your decision to return to 

women’s tennis and the WTA tour – what makes you want to 

comeback? 
 
KC: “To be honest, during the last two years I didn’t have the 

time to miss tennis. We got married and I experienced the 

wonderful luck of giving birth to my daughter Jada. Then, as I 

started playing more, preparing for the Wimbledon Match with 

Steffi Graf, that feeling to compete and to play matches came 

back. You know, I like practicing, but I have a burning passion 

for playing matches.”  
 
AGN: You may be aware that Adecco in its day to day 

operations helps mothers who want to return to work, so that 

they can combine work and home-life. How will you manage 

the transition back into your chosen profession of tennis? 
 

“That’s great that Adecco does that: I appreciate that being a 

mum is a full time role but think there is a room for a balanced 

approach.  Many young mothers like me want to be more than 

a mum. They want to feel the mutual inspiration and the 

energizing effect of child and work. 

 

I spoke to Lindsay Davenport, another ex world number 1 and 

now mother, who returned to tennis about how she combined 

the roles. That was a great help. 
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When I’m training, Jada likes to be close and watch me. Of 

course, it is different on the tour and I am curious how much she 

will be able to sit in the stands. I know I will still be a great 

mother and also perform on a tennis court in a way that will 

make our daughter proud when she’s older!” 
 
AGN: Whilst it’s pretty clear that tennis is more than a job to you 

– it is a real passion – do you think the qualities that make for 

success in sport are similar to those in a more regular job? And 

in that way do you hope you inspire others to succeed? 
 
“I am sure there are many parallels between what it takes to 

succeed in sport or a more regular job. I guess I’m lucky to have 

a talent for sport and tennis and physically it must have helped 

that my father was a professional footballer. But success in 

anything is about hard work, dedication, a willingness to listen 

and learn and to be a team player. 

 

The importance of teamwork in tennis may surprise people. I 

have won 34 singles titles and 11 doubles titles but even in 

singles I could not have achieved without teamwork with the 

coaches, physios and family and so on. Teamwork is critical in 

sport and I know in business. You got to trust each other truly in 

order to get the best out of the team member’s complementary 

skills.  

 

So maybe some tennis fans support me because they have an 

affinity in their own lives with my approach and personality. I’m 

just like them but my work is tennis and if I win it may give them 

that bit of inspiration I hope!” 
 
AGN: How familiar are you with Adecco and from your 

perspective, why do you think Kim Clijsters and Adecco make for 

a great match? 
 
“Having a great match with Adecco might be easier than a great 

match with some of the great players on the women’s tour who 

are sure to give me a tough match – like Serena Williams. Ha 

ha! 

 

Talking seriously, I know quite a lot about Adecco. Your 

branches are everywhere around my home country of Belgium 

and your support of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

and the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) is great.   
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takes to succeed in sport or a more regular 

job. (…) But success in anything is about 

hard work, dedication, a willingness to listen 

and learn and to be a team player.” 

For more information please contact  
Group Communications  
phone: +41 44 878 87 87 
communications@adecco.com 
www.adecco.com  
 



Adecco Global Newswire 

 03 

I know you are world number 1 in the business of people and 

helping them in their work and careers – so I’m grateful that in 

sponsoring me, you’ll be helping my career along.  If I can get 

back to world number 1, we’ll have achieved the perfect match, 

but I can’t make that promise just yet! 

 

To everyone who works for Adecco: I’d like to thank you for your 

company’s support and can assure you all I’ll give it my best 

shot every time I am on court.” 

 

AGN: Kim, thank you so much for this interview. Adecco and all 

its employees around the globe are proud to have you as a 

partner and we all wish you the best of health, strength and 

Godspeed! 
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